
Our Current Carbon Footprint
The 2008 inventory of Cornell’s greenhouse gas emissions 
establishes the baseline for the Climate Action Plan. 

 
was calculated to be approximately 319,000 metric tons 
(CO2 equivalent emissions), including carbon dioxide,
nitrous oxide, and methane—the greenhouse gases 
associated with fossil-fuel consumption.

Commuting
29,000 metric tons
equivalent to annual emissions of 5,800 cars

On-Site Combustion
176,000 metric tons
equivalent to 3,000 
truckloads of coal

Purchased Electricity
87,000 metric tons

equivalent to total energy use of 
11,600 homes in NYS

Air Travel for Business
27,000 metric tons

equivalent to 7,000 roundtrip  
flights from NYC to LA
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